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HONORARY CHAIRS

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

Members of the California Congressional Delegation
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein

Representing Los Angeles

Congressman Xavier Becerra
Congressman Howard L. Berman
Congresswoman Jane Harmon

Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald
Congresswoman Grace Napolitano

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard
Congressman Adam Schiff

Congressman Brad Sherman
Congresswoman Hilda Solis

Congresswoman Diane Watson
Congressman Henry Waxman

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

Gloria Molina, Supervisor, First District 

Yvonne B. Burke, Supervisor, Second District

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
Zev Yaroslavsky, Chairman and Supervisor, Third District

Don Knabe, Supervisor, Fourth District
Michael D. Antonovich, Supervisor, Fifth District

Mayor of the City of Los Angeles

Antonio Villaraigosa

In 1997, the Los Angeles County Commission for Women with the support of the Board 
of Supervisors convened the first L.A. County Women’s Health Policy Summit which 
resulted in 101 recommendations to improve the health status of women.  Included was 
a recommendation to establish a county Office of Women’s Health (OWH).  In 1998, 
upon a motion by Supervisor Yvonne Burke unanimously approved by the Board of 
Supervisors, the OWH was created.  The OWH convened a second Summit in 1999 to 
report on the progress of the recommendations and best practices in women’s health.  
The 2007 Summit will identify current gaps, trends and future steps to improve the health 
status of women, especially low-income women and women of color.

WOMEN’S HEALTH POLICY SUMMIT
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State Legislators 
(Representing Los Angeles)

Senators

State Senator Ron Calderon

State Senator Gilbert Cedillo

State Senator Sheila Kuehl

State Senator Alan Lowenthal

State Senator Bob Margett

State Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod

State Senator Jenny Oropeza

State Senator Alex Padilla

State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas

State Senator Gloria Romero

State Senator Jack Scott

State Senator Edward Vincent

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS  (cont’d)

Assemblymembers

Assemblymember Anthony Adams

Assemblymember Richard Alarcón

Assemblymember Karen Bass

Assemblymember Julia Brownley

Assemblymember Charles Calderon

Assemblymember Mike Davis

Assemblymember Hector De La Torre

Assemblymember Kevin DeLeón

Assemblymember Mervyn M. Dymally

Assemblymember Mike Eng

Assemblymember Michael Feuer

Assemblymember Ed Hernandez

Assemblymember Robert Huff

Assemblymember Betty Karnette

Assemblymember Paul Krekorian

Assemblymember Ted W. Lieu

Assemblymember Lloyd E. Levine

Assemblymember Tony Mendoza

Assemblymember Fabian Núñez

Assemblymember Anthony Portantino

Assemblymember Curren Price

Assemblymember Laura Richardson

Assemblymember Sharon Runner

Assemblymember Cameron Smyth

Assemblymember Nell Soto

Assemblymember Audra Strickland



WOMEN’S HEALTH POLICY SUMMIT 
Planning Committee

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
Office of Women’s Health (OWH)

Ellen Eidem, MS, Director
Rita Singhal, MD, MPH, Medical Director

Jessica St. John, Special Projects Manager

Program Chairs

Debra R. Judelson, MD
Chair, Women’s Health Policy Council (WHPC)

(Advisory Body to the OWH)
Medical Director, Women’s Heart Institute

Senior Partner, Cardiovascular Medical Group of So. California

Susan Berke Fogel, JD
WHPC Member

Healthcare Consultant
Chair, Summit Planning Committee

Planning Committee Members
Lupe Alonzo-Diaz, MPA

Executive Director 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California

Linda Aragon, MPH
Director, Tobacco Control & Prevention Program

L.A. County Dept. of Public Health

Martha Arguello
Director, Health & Environmental Programs 

Physicians for Social Responsibility

Kimlin Ashing-Giwa, PhD
Director, Center of Community Alliance for Research & Education 

City of Hope

Namju Cho, MPP
Director of Communications & Policy, California Community Foundation

Rocio L. Cordoba, JD
Executive Director, California Latinas for Reproductive Justice

Crystal Crawford, Esq
WHPC Member

Executive Director, California Black Women’s Health Project

Cynthia Davis, MPH
Program Director, University HIV/AIDS Education and Outreach Projects

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science

Alicia Dixon, MPH
Program Officer, The California Endowment



Elena Farias, PhD
Program Director, Adult Outpatient Programs 

Augustus F. Hawkins Mental Health Center, LA County Dept. of Mental Health

Michelle L. Geller, MD
WHPC Member

Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

 
Sarah Guerry, MD

Medical Director, STD Program
 LA County Dept. of Public Health

Cynthia Harding, MPH
Director, Maternal, Child & Adolescent Health Programs

LA County Dept. of  Public Health 

Jamesina Henderson, MBA
Chief Executive Officer, T.H.E. Clinic

Sylvia Drew Ivie, JD
Consultant, The California Endowment 

Miya Iwataki
Director, Office of Diversity Programs 
 LA County Dept. of Health Services

Marjorie Kagawa-Singer, PhD, MA, RN, MN
WHPC Member

Professor, UCLA School of Public Health and 
Department of Asian American Studies

Cindy Keitel
WHPC Member

Vice President, ApotheCom Associates, LLC

Claudia Keller
Executive Director, American Heart Association

Lynn Kersey
Executive Director, Maternal & Child Health Access

Surina Khan
Program Director, The Women’s Foundation of California

Holly Kiger, RN, MN
Director of Health Services, Center for Healthy Aging

Alan Kurz, MD
WHPC Member

Area Medical Director, Service Planning Areas 3 & 4
LA County Dept. of Public Health
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The Honorable Abbe Land 
WHPC Member

Councilmember, City of West Hollywood
Co-Chief Executive Officer, The Los Angeles Free Clinic

Charlotte Lesser
WHPC Member

President, LA County Commission for Women 

Anna Long, PhD, MPH
Chief of Staff

LA County Department of Public Health

Magaly Marques
Executive Director

Pacific Institute for Women’s Health

Rachel Michelin
Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer 

California Elected Women’s Association for Education & Research (CEWAER)

Alva Moreno
Executive Director

East Los Angeles Women’s Center

Anita Nelson, MD
Chief, Women’s Healthcare Program 

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Faustina Nevarez, MD
WHPC Member

Chief, Ob-Gyn, Kaiser Permanente

Mario Perez
Director, Preventive Services, Office of AIDS Programs & Policy

LA County Dept. of Public Health

Janet Pregler, MD
WHPC Member

Director, Iris Cantor-UCLA Women’s Health, Education & Resource Center

Susan J. Rabinovitz, MPH
Associate Director, Division of Adolescent Medicine

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

Carolina Reyes, MD
Executive Director, LA Best Babies Network

 Visiting Professor, USC, Keck School of Medicine

Phyllis Rideout, PhD
WHPC Member

Associate Director for Administration & Education
USC/Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
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Janette Robinson-Flint
Executive Director 

Black Women For Wellness 

Mary Romero
Executive Director

Hispanic Outreach Taskforce

Christina Sanchez-Camino
WHPC Member

Director of Public Affairs, KMEX TV

Barbara Ullman Schwerin, Esq
Chief Executive Officer

The Maple Counseling Center

Diana C. Schneider, MD
Medical Director, Adult Protection Team

LAC+USC Violence Intervention Program

Margie Fites Seigle
Executive Director

California Family Health Council

Margaret Farwell Smith
WHPC Member

Consultant, Farwell Associates

Beatriz Solis, MPH
Senior Regional Program Manager

The California Endowment

Yolanda Vera
Director

LA Health Action

Mary-Jane Wagle
President & Chief Executive Officer
Planned Parenthood Los Angeles 

Juanita Watts, MD
WHPC Member

Regional Coordinator for Women’s Health
Southern California Kaiser Permanente Group

Margaret L. Yonekura, MD
WHPC Member

Director of Community Benefit, California Hospital Medical Center
Associate Professor, Clinical Ob-Gyn, UCLA

Judith Zitter
Community Health Manager

Kaiser Permanente
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7:30 - 8:00 am 		  Registration and Healthy Continental Breakfast

8:00 - 8:30 am 		  Promising Practices Poster Session

8:30 - 9:00 am 		  Welcoming Remarks

9:00 - 10:30 am 		  Morning Panel: “Achieving Equitable Health” 

			   Moderator:
	 	 	 Diana Bontá, RN, DrPH 
			   Vice President of Public Affairs, Kaiser Permanente 

			   Panelists:
	 	 	 Gail Christopher, DN - Vice President for Health, Women  		
			   & Families, Joint Center for Political & Economic Studies 
	 	 	 Antonia Hernández, JD
			   President, California Community Foundation
	 	 	 Marjorie Kagawa-Singer, PhD, MA, RN, MN
			   Professor, UCLA School of Public Health and 
			   Department of Asian American Studies

10:30 - 10:45 am		 Stretch/Break

10:45 - 12:15 pm 	 Breakout Workgroups 

			   Workgroup participants will hear presentations and then 		
			   discuss and develop priority recommendations.  Attendees 	 	
	 	 	 will participate in the same workgroup in a.m. and p.m.

1. Healthy Aging & the Social Determinants of Health
Examining the impact of social conditions on aging, including 
poverty, language, race, economic status, the environment and 
access to preventive care and treatment.

2. Reproductive Health & the Environment
Addressing the impact of exposure to environmental 
contaminants on reproductive health with a particular focus on 
low income communities.

3. Universal Healthcare & Women’s Health 
Analyzing the various health care reform proposals in California 
and recommending fundamental principles that must be included 
in a comprehensive health plan addressing girls and women’s 
health/mental health throughout their lifespan. 

4. Adolescence & Healthy Relationships
Examining the factors contributing to healthy and unhealthy 
relationships and the physical and mental well-being of racially 
and ethnically-diverse adolescent girls.

5. Immigrant Women & Health 
Examining ways to incorporate culturally and linguistically-
appropriate health care for foreign-born women who face 
numerous obstacles in accessing care including language 
and culture, economic hardship, and fear of authority.

Building Multicultural Women’s Health:
Setting an Agenda for Los Angeles

PROGRAM



6. Violence & Health
Focusing on the prevention of community-based and 
interpersonal violence including such factors as unsafe 
neighborhoods, physical and mental abuse, depression and 
low self esteem.

7. Racism, Multiculturalism & Health
Examining the impact of institutional racism and the social 
environment on the physical and mental health of racially 
and ethnically-diverse women.   

8. Healthy Lifestyles & Chronic Disease Prevention
Emphasizing the relationship between a healthy lifestyle, 
chronic disease prevention and health disparities.

9. Disability & Access
Identifying the misconceptions related to the health needs 
of disabled women to reduce the barriers encountered 
accessing comprehensive health care, including 
reproductive health.

10. Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity: 
Addressing the health and mental health needs of lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender women who are often 
marginalized in the healthcare system.

12:15 - 12:45 pm		 Break/Networking/Promising Practices Poster Session

12:45 - 1:45 pm		  Luncheon			 
			   Screening of video, “Building Multicultural Women’s Health”

	 	 	 Keynote Speaker:
			   Vivian Pinn, MD - Associate Director for Research on 	
			   Women’s Health; Director, Office of Research on Women’s 	
			   Health, NIH, Dept. of Health & Human Services

1:45 - 3:00 pm		  Breakout Sessions
			   Return to same workgroup to formulate recommendations

3:15 - 4:45 pm		  Listening Panel 
			   Federal, State, and local legislators, policymakers and funders
			   will hear the recommendations from the workgroups

			   Moderator: 
			   Terri A.Thorfinnson, JD
			   Chief, California Office of Women’s Health

4:45 - 5:00 pm		  Call to Action 
	 	 	 Juanita Watts, MD, Regional Coordinator for Women’s 	
			   Health, Southern California Kaiser Permanente Group

5:00 - 5:30 pm		  Closing Reception
			   Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres will be served

Building Multicultural Women’s Health:
Setting an Agenda for Los Angeles

PROGRAM



LOCATION

The Hotel Sheraton Los Angeles Downtown 
(located in downtown Los Angeles between Flower and Grand Streets) 

711 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 90017

(213) 488-3500

CONFERENCE INFORMATION

                                                  PARKING

Self-parking and valet parking entrances are located on Hope Street 
and Flower Street.

Only self-parking will be hosted. Ticket will be processed at tables in 
the summit registration area. 

Traffic from both the Hope and Flower Street entrances merge into a 
spiral ramp. 

Guest should park on visitor levels 4 & 5 and continue up if there are no 
spaces available on those levels.

Guest then takes elevators down to the mall level. Once mall level is 
reached, guest will walk through mall and go to the Sheraton entrance 
into the lobby. Take the escalator down 2 levels to Ballroom.

•

•

•

•

•

Auxilliary aids/services such as sign language interpreters, 
assistive listening devices, and/or alternate format materials will 
be provided upon request. To ensure availability, individuals 
with disabilities are advised to make requests no later than 
May 15, 2007 by contacting Gladys Edwards at Office of 
Women’s Health (626) 569-3850.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Healthcare leaders such as CEO’s, funders, policymakers, 
researchers, advocates, healthcare providers, and other 

key healthcare stakeholders. 

WHAT TO EXPECT

Attendees will hear presentations and discussions on 
important women’s health topics and actively participate in a 

workgroup to develop priority recommendations.

For more conference information,
call the Office of Women’s Health at 626-569-3850.



REGISTRATION FORM

Pre-registration is required. No walk-ins.
Capacity is limited. First come, first served. 

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME:

TITLE:

ORGANIZATION:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:                                       ZIP CODE:

DAYTIME PHONE (       )

EMAIL                                                                 FAX (       )    

WORKGROUP PREFERENCE:

Please mark your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choice.
(i.e. please write “1”, “2”, and “3” inside the boxes below):

REGISTRATION FEE:  $35.  Checks only please. Scholarships available.

Make check payable to “LAC Dept. of Public Health” (please add a notation 
on the memo line “Office of Women’s Health Summit”) and mail with this form 
by May 15, 2007 to: 

LA County Office of Women’s Health
Attn: Jessica St. John

3400 Aerojet Avenue, 3rd Floor
El Monte, CA 91731-2803

1. Healthy Aging & the Social Determinants of Health

2. Reproductive Health & the Environment

3. Universal Healthcare & Women’s Health

4. Adolescence & Healthy Relationships

5. Immigrant Women & Health

 

6. Violence & Health  

7. Racism, Multiculturalism & Health

8. Healthy Lifestyles & Chronic Disease Prevention

9. Disability and Access

10. Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity 

I WOULD LIKE A VEGETARIAN LUNCH

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL PREFERENCE:



 

Sponsoring Organizations

American Cancer Society 

Center of Community Alliance for 

Research & Education, City of Hope 

City of West Hollywood

  El Dorado Community Health Services 

Iris Cantor-UCLA Women’s Health, Education 

& Resource Center  

LA Best Babies Network  

Latino Coalition for a Healthy California  

LA County Commission for Women 

LA County Dept. of Public Health-Maternal, Child 

& Adolescent Health Programs  

Mary-Jane Wagle

Planned Parenthood Los Angeles 

Women’s Heart Institute, Cardiovascular Medical 

Group of Southern California

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Presenting Sponsors
Kaiser Permanente and 

United HealthCare Workers

The California Endowment

Premiere Sponsors
California HealthCare Foundation

 L.A. Care Health Plan

Major Sponsors
The California Wellness Foundation

The President’s Fund, 
the Women’s Foundation of California 
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  Gloria Molina          Yvonne B. Burke
   First District            Second District

 Zev Yaroslavsky          Don Knabe
  Third District             Fourth District

            Michael D. Antonovich
                   Fifth District

Office of Women’s Health

Los Angeles County, Department of Public Health

3400 Aerojet Avenue, 3rd Floor

El Monte, CA 91731

Tel: (626) 569-3850

Fax: (626) 288-9335


